
Organizational Guidance for DTC356 Final Project 

Here’s one format in which many write-ups of research projects are organized. 

Introduction: 
• Gives context and brief background for what the project addresses 
• May begin by explaining why the author is interested, pointing via summary to significant past 

research, or offering narrative or description of relevant events 
• Poses research problem or research questions 
• Explains why problem or questions are significant 
• Often concludes by offering a hypothesis 

Research review or literature review: 
• Describes and cites significant past research on research problem or research question 
• Explains why that research is significant and how it’s connected to the research question 
• Identifies and distinguishes various positions and perspectives, often by comparison and contrast 
• Tends to incorporate significant amounts of carefully cited summary, quotation, and paraphrase 
• Often concludes by explaining why the author’s hypothesis differs from or improves upon the 

positions seen in the research or literature reviewed 

Methods: 
• Identifies the research population (the set of people or texts from which the data was gathered) 

and why that population was selected 
• Explains in specific detail the ways the author went about gathering data 
• Explains why that dataset was relevant to the research questions 
• Explains the method of analyzing and coding the data and why that method was appropriate 
• Identifies any problems encountered with the method 

Findings: 
• Describes and summarizes what was found using the methods detailed in the previous section 
• Describes what the method of analyzing and coding the data revealed 
• Identifies trends and tendencies and correlations found 
• Notes surprising findings or prominent outliers and attempts to account for them 
• Often visually represents some of these trends, tendencies, or outliers 
• Often concludes by carefully explaining why, how, and in what ways the findings confirm the 

hypothesis and refute the null hypothesis (or fail to do so, since that’s a finding as well) and with 
what degree of certainty 

Conclusions and implications: 
• Explains how that confirmation (or non-confirmation) of the hypothesis, based on the methods 

and findings, connects back to the research problem or questions and the major ideas in the 
literature review 

• Explains how and why the findings are significant, and for whom 
• Explains what effects these conclusions might have and what further questions they raise 
• Sometimes concludes by suggesting implications and directions for future research 



Works cited and dataset: 
• Has a properly formatted and cited (MLA, APA, Chicago, or otherwise) list of published works 

referred to in the text 
• Has an appendix with a complete list of the data gathered; either as a spreadsheet, table, list of 

survey or interview questions and corresponding answers, or in other appropriate formats 
• Sometimes includes visual representations of some aspects of the entire datasets 

Here’s the syllabus guidance on the final project again: 
You will compose a well-designed 3000-4000 word essay, article, or webtext that fulfills the 
expectations you set up in your midterm, poses specific research questions and hypotheses 
responding to those questions, places those questions in the course’s broader context using the 
sources from the midterm’s bibliography, and uses at least one of the methods of data analysis 
covered in the course to try to demonstrate the validity of those hypotheses (150 points). The 
project must include a visualization of the dataset and/or findings (50 points), a section describing 
the research methods employed (50 points), and a section presenting the data itself and the texts 
from this course and other courses relevant to the project (50 points).  You will give brief peer-
evaluated multimodal presentations about your projects in the final week of class (40 points). The 
project can incorporate prose you wrote for the midterm and the weekly writing assignments in Eli 
Review. (340 points total.) 

So here’s where those points go: 
• Introduction (part of 150 points and final word count) 
• Research review or literature review (part of 150 points and final word count; can easily adapt the 

annotated bibliography from the midterm into its descriptions of various relevant texts) 
• Methods (50 points and part of final word count) 
• Findings (part of final word count, can include part or all of 50 points for visualization) 
• Conclusions and implications (part of final word count) 
• Works cited and dataset (not part of final word count, 50 points for presenting data itself and 

relevant texts, can include part or all of 50 points for visualization) 

Questions for evaluation: 
• Does the project have a clear research question or problem that merits substantial, verifiable, and 

important investigation, and a hypothesis that leads to such investigation? 
• Is the project clearly connected to the course readings with sufficient and properly cited sources? 
• Does the visualization include data labels and clearly illustrate some relationship in the data? 
• Does the description of methods describe how the data was gathered, validated, and analyzed? 
• Does the description of methods summarize how much and what kind of data was gathered? 
• Does the author clearly and completely explain and analyze what was found and draw thorough, 

reasonable and interesting conclusions? 
• Is the dataset in a clearly readable format, with labels? (Table, spreadsheet, matrix, etc.) 
• Is the list of references or works cited complete and properly formatted so that a reader can 

easily find the sources?


